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TP-Link TL-WR642G Wireless Router

Frinkaring with Wi-Fi haedhars gars you
axtitad, wou Dught 1o be awane of 0
onslaught of consurmer-basad routers from
the likes.of D-Link, SWEC or Linkeys inthe
rureting? Conversely, allow us to review an
mstallment that’s stangely a seeable winrar
fram the land of fabled Chinese dragons

- TiLink, @ company claiming the cfoem for
sothay sayl of being China®s leading S0HO
ad SME networking peoduct manfacunes
‘e take the TLAWREAG for a 1est fum, which is

fundamentally a routar which esploits Atheros’

Super G rechnolagy 1o push the limies of
B021 15 theounghput.

For its design, the TL-WRS425 s a plaasing
Indisidual fior the rost part, made up of 3
white chassis with black verits &t its sides. All
of the LEDS are situated in font of the rourer
and conspicucusly Lieled, though thiy are
packed a ke dhose in prosimity. & single

2081 Dipode antenna is located behind, and is
enpedienthy detachable shoukd you wishito
rermR T, Beind, i TLIWRGAIC S E1herrat
FAIT B0t 3 DTN ST DaCRAGE Cormisting
of faur LAN ports and a single WAN port. fis
wsual expect A fack Tor it poeser adaptor and a
Reasit pichoke. A plaitic clip & peovided shodd

ol wish o et the devics vertically,

The TLAWRE42G, like miost rowers, has an
upgradeable firmware which we've patched
{103} befora hooking the souter ug to ol
2k . One advanitage of the TL-WHE2G it
thiat TF-Link has desioned an 2asy o use web-
brazed inmaface. The management soresn may
niot be the moet laich interface around, butits
srraighiofoneard desion, and mast importanty,
a description of each possibie serting & well
describad in the graen partion on the dght of
the sresen This is espacialy useful for nosices
whio-are still firding their way around in
configuring the souter for their hamas,

Features wise, this router offers similar
offerings a5 other G-routeds in the rarkat

& rrermionad eatliern, the TSR0 is
engifeaned with Supsar G WL technokogy
which ephanices the oute's thisughpul to
a maximum possible rate of 1086EBpe 1 ala
festures an ednendad Range tansmisicn

1 espang the destces Ange, with claims
ofan 855, 36m distance covemd, 25 tested
by TR-Link's engineers in China. For added
sECLITY expet o fnd a Frewal option which
aliows conventional P filtering as well as an
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aciched MAC address hlter, Sirmilady, it el bes
Ja buil=rn DHCP serer b cabar for 1P addness
digrbution

W i dermved o conclusons from the
Charict ardd QCReck tests radjils BegHile
sreerane datas spesach hovenad Between the
10 e 0N rarge for most distances UDP
strearring siffered a sight boss of 55% at the
2m mark without any encryption, Another
ETpEEssie aspect i5 the router's performance
at longer dstances, say af the 35m mnge,
chocking a stable thraeghpet of 14.214Mbps
frowm AP o clent W Sften se a sharp decling
m spersd levels of this distance, Cddly theugh,
the rautenr® uplink perfomance seemed 1o
cutshymi ity dossnlink’s in most instances

Wrevocably, there lin'T rouch about the
TLAWEGRA20 1o Slast wou off your saat, bue

it makes @ nice aermative il wou wantan
unwwavering Griouter o cover the basics at an
mexpenshva price we 3l can affoed

The TL-WARA2EH DORS {nazae wibl be usedhal for huating siey s
v Brefind] thve b,

SPECIFICATIONS

Proteosix s Fusnard: 1511000175 BEL 800 VTR I0FE B9, BTF 840 3,
ISEESAE Nt RS 1, (AR, CIMANCR, WORAR R IOARF ML Pk
AR DIk IR Rl e IR
Bavtiving Seaitivity 1008 (hpal
EnTppring; W2 WAL VETH-PROWIE FALTEIR G
Firrrwarn: 1 4.7 Bl 1M R0

Demeaghars 1740 5108 i

Warranty: Spin
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Phiysigue: 8.0
Featuras: &5
Perfarmance: B0
User-lriendiness: 8.5
Value: 8.5




